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Tur rope Paul, i 


Bae 2a a, or ee e in < to in- 


terpret the word of God unfaithfully or deceit; . 


fully; and, in confirmation of the purity of s 


; 
© of the truth, commending himſelf to fr 


* man's Naan) in the fight of God.” 2 50 1 


3 


Asten this aublic challenge 85 i impeachmrient 
of hs condu6t.as a miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt, and. 


ſolemn. 


0 2 0 
© ſolemn declaration of his eo not to abut; 5 
by any private and unwerrantable practices, the 
doctrine he had engaged to preach, but to 
refer himſelf to the approbation of God and 
_ every. addd man, he /procetils tol afcride the 
difficulties and hindrances with which the re- 
ligion of Jeſus Chriſt had to contend, to their 
true cauſe. The Gd uf this world, as he ex- 
preſſes himſelf; the purſuits of wealth and 
| pleaſure ; . devotedneſs to the enjoyment of 
ignoble eaſe and relaxing "indulgence ; the gra- 

cation of their lower paſſions, and the entire 
| occupation of their minds i in the things of the 
world, had ſo blinded men's adh daß 
that they were impenetrable. by the light of the 
goſpel. of Chriſt. This exceſs of attention to 
auimal and feeular püfſuits, ſo much below 
and unbecoming the enlarged and- noble views: 
now  opetied to mankind by the preaching of 
chtiſt and his "apoſtles, not only caſt” an in- 
pervious cloud between the reaſon” of mah and 
the chtiſtian revelation, but occafioned a dark- 
neſs almoſt viſible. And ſo long as the 
ſame cauſe ſhall continue, the dame e vill 


d 
1 \ 


follow. a | - 1. 10 2.4 
Our apoſtle proclaims his own miffen, and 

the extent of his n.. that be preached 

not 


not himſelf; das dt lard ebe habit Anda * 
he himſelf" was Wobly the ſervanr” of mo for me 4 
| bs” declares 2 that ame Göd, (the Gi od of 5 
Chriſt, of Paul, and of alfimankind,): who had 
commanded light to ſhine out of 'darkneſs ia 
the natural world, had enlightened him with | 
the knowledge of the ! glory of God? which 
was on the face of Jeſus Chriſt! or in the - 

« perſor? of Jeſus Chriſt, as the ſame exproſſioii 
is rendered 1 in another your wk wore Ne gre 1. 


— * 


} Paul N i replay e ah chriſtian 

e to have derived its authority and 
pfretenſions from God, in contradiſtinction to 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, the inſtruments wo | 
ployed in its promulgation to the world. He 
ſtiles Chriſt''* the image of God, Wr W IQ 
his purity and excellence of character; in like i 
manner Moſes ſays, in the image of God, 
made he man. We might indeed conſider this 
deſeription af Chriſt as referring to the goſpel 1 8 
itſelf, as the ĩmage, or mirror, of the mind and = 
will of God. Agreeably to this repteſentation 1 
we alſo may underſtand the fame apoſtle, when 
he ſays 1 in our context, that oF TO ſhined in their © 

| | e N 


-# 


* See dp. ii. 10. and Pyle 0 on 48 iv. 6. 915 


H 


( 4) . 
« hearts, to give the light of the n of Fg 
© glory of God, on the face bf Jeſus Chriſt, ta 
* mean, that that more perfect acquaintance: with 
the will of God which vas poſſeſſed by him; 
vas communicated for the ſale [purpoſe of dif. - 
playing the better knowledge of God, by means 

of the diſpenſation of Jeſus Chriſt. For, what 

_ viſual light is to the bodily eye, the ſame. is 

the light of the chriſtian enen to * ee 
„ Aftanding mind of man. {1 TE N 


Our apoſtle, as "hn he Tk ks | 

might be miſunderſtood, and, from a miſ- 

take of his meaning, be ſuppoſed to arrogate 
to himſelf more extraordinary powers than 

were given him; or, leſt future preachers of 
the goſpel who might have no extraordinary 
powers at all committed to them, ſhould make 

any claim to ſuch pretenſions, moſt ſeaſon. 

ably obſerves, with great truth and juſtneſs of 
remark, that this treaſure of heavenly know: | 
ledge was committed to earthen veſſels ; in other 

words, that it was intruſted to men, and was 

f intended to be left to make its way in the world 
| | without any further ſupernatural illumination 5 
tom the father of __ 95 I Tu 


** 


— 


A 


Ie is apparent that the Genen of this ee 
tion was to Jad the immediate followers, and 


Pad 


1 | 7 future 


10 e | 
and eee diſciples. of. Chriſt to aid 70 
goſpel as the work of, Gad, and the; whole. 
ſcheme of chriſtianity. to be, hat 08820 per- 
ſuaded it really i is, a revelation of his mind and 
will. It was alſo a no leſs ſeaſonable and 
proper proteſt againſt the pretended. powers and 
aſſumed privileges of the prieſthood, which had 
been greatly abuſed, and were, therefore, likely: . 
to be continued ſo long as the weakneſs. and 

. credulity of mankind ſhould leave them their 
hopes and fears to work . W ee e 

Paul having thus dated and, inkited char he 
goſpel of Chriſt was from God, and that he had 
employed human agents. to preach and, Pro- | # 
pagate it to the world, procreds, with . Liz the, 
ſimplicity of an apoſtle: of this h 

regten, bot with all the dignity; of, leqmed, . 
and. eloquent ſcholar, to prove his declaration / 
_ reſpecting himſelf, by a general relation of d 1 | 
difficulties which attended his miniſtry. - | Iis 
own words will better explain his N 
any paraphraſe we can give of them... <4. We..; © 
are preſſed, writes he, but not fraireneds,.. N Fo 

« perplexed, hon not wholly at a loſs; driven 
away, but not utteriy forſaken; thrown down, 
but not killed; bearing about every- where 


** the deadly marks of the ae, e on our 


\ 


„ 


135 
3 %:ody, that the life alſo of Jeſus may be dif- ; 4 

played in the ſame body. For we, who are 
© alive, are conſtantly. delivered over unto death, 
that the life of Jeſus alſo may be diſplayed in 
's this mortal body: ſo that death ſheweth him- 


ſelf in us, but life in you. Now, having that 


x ſpirit of faith ſpoken of in ſcripture, T'be- 
. tieved, and therefore Hale, we alſo believe, 
and therefore ſpeak : knowing that he, who 


« raiſed the lord Jeſus to life, will alſo raiſe us 


+ that the favor of the. goſpel, abounding in 


through Jeſus, and preſent us with you. 
* Now all theſe ſufferings are for your ſakes, 


© many, may make thankſgivings abound alſo 


unto the glory of God. Therefore we faint 
© not; for though our outward man decay, 


© our-inward man is renewed day by day. For 
this light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
at length produceth for us, in a meaſure ex- 
© ceedingly abundant, an eternal weight of glory. 


For we conſider not the things, that are ſeen, 
b but the things, that are not ſeen: for the 


* things, that are ſeen, are only for a time; but 


the things, that are not ſeen, are eternal *, 0: 


The apoſtle reſted the evidence of the tuch : 


| | of the Foes! of Chriſt = its being derived 


- „ trans 
. Cor. iv. 8—18, Mr. Wakodcta's tranſlation. 


* 


. 


© 4 - 
Som Ged, ak: declared hes chrifticy hola 


in its very face or appearance; the image or 


repreſentation of his will. He then advances 
in his teſtimony reſpecting himſelf and his own 
miniſtry, declaring that he preached not him- 
ſelf, but the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt our lord; 
and that in his miniſterial character he was the 
ſervant of his hearers 855 rs fa e, wenn 
eee 2 e 


To acai Chriſt - a” ty Angie 
| Gazi and belongs not to miniſters of religion 
alone, but to every believer in the truth of the 


chriſtian revelation. Miniſters: of the goſpel, _ 


when they preach Chriſt, ſhould "eſpecially | 
reſpect the authority by which his goſpel was F 
nem the evidenees by which it is ſup⸗- 
the doctrines and precepts which it 
e and the ſanction of a re, 
it reveals. It is their duty to be faithful to 
their truſt; neither to add to, nor Se (pal 
the law by which they profeſs to regulate thein 
faith and practice, and, as far as they are able, 


with integrity, ſimplicity, and godly ſineerity, 


the members of chriſtian ſocieties are as much 


obliged by the very nature of their chriſtiaa 
profeſſion to regard theſe things as their mi- 
| W g- niſters. | 


% 


to declare the whole council of God. But * A 


pa — 


helps of human learning, The philological 


ae, world. 5 


qv) 


1 


nn ee der body: of ches f err 


denomination are ſufficiently furniſhed with 3 
reaſon and judgment to decide for themſeves, 


i they would exerciſe that liberty wherewith: 1 
Chriſt hath made them free; and many of them 1 5 


are abundantly provided with all the ſubſidiary 


learning and reaſoning powers of ſome emi- 
nently learned chriſtians have been, and may be 


again, well employed in repelling the ſophiſtry . 


and dogmatiſm of other learned men; but the 


goſpel hiſtory does not neceſſarily require more 


than a plain underſtanding, and an ingenuous 
and teachable diſpoſition. The teſtimony of 
hiſtory will ſopport me in ſaying, had not ; 
the impugners and corruptors of the chriſtian - 
faith united themſelves and their cauſe with te 
civil governments of this world, and had not 
- power and wealth been joined together to excite 
the artful devices of men, and to unite them in 
confederacy againſt the ſimplicity, the peace and 
charity of the goſpel, the common ſenſe of, 
mankind would have prevented the many fad 
corruptions of the word of truth, or, long 
before this our day, have corrected and ex- 
| punged them ray _ a mg One” of the 


5 7 


ligiows f Ernie, — the people who join with. . | 

erde in preciſely the ſame character before 

God. the only -obje& pf their religious praiſe; 

and adoration. By a common 
conſent they prev concur in the/'received 
bonne of worſhip, and their united prayers ad 
praiſes will, we truſt, be offered to the creatot 
and governor of the world, accomp — 
AO nnen | den ee bim. 395 
goal effect e, ne Ne as. 

| _ voutly) mad themſelves to him wien 

1 and truth. 1 * n enn of ah bak Vs : we! 8 


VP". ao La n p 7 f * 1 > . 8 . 5 F i 


N 


g 1 


In that part of Se miniſter's duty be ö I 
aching and expounding the wi 1 


nd mor duties of the goſpel to l WD: 
| hearers, he has no claim whatever to any other 


—— —„—4 IAN — 
N 
2 = 


than what will ariſe from his . 
e ſupported by the . 
and the ſoundneſs of his 1 


r of his motives, the ſtrength ol his on — 


- — > * : 
* — et ee — 


— — — — N 

_ — — 2 fr mer yadat ten > yv 

———— — end Ee ns r 
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to inform himſelf, are certainly fo many re- 


commendations of his perſonal character as a \ bes 


| chriſtian miniſter, but they ſhould have no con- 
eluſive effect upon others as a chriſtian people, | 


 eonvictions, and the pains he may have taken 


Chriſtian hearers of the word, like the Bereans of 


old, ſhould ſearch the ſcriptures, inquire'and 15 


determine for themſelves whether things are a 


they are repreſented to be. The liberty which 
the principles of chriſtianity allow, and which 
every honeſt purſuit after truth requires, can be 
limited only by the perſonal ſatisfaction of the 
candid inquirer, and no meaſures of expediency 
mould reſtrain the full and free diſcuſſion of re- 
igious ſubjects, beyond what the rules con- 
nected with every ſerious inveſtigation of im- 
portant truths, and the honeſt application of the 
reſult of ſuch inquiry to every man's ſituation 5 
in life, _ demand. 


S 


oy 


ho i full exerciſe of this to Mofes 
and the prophets, Chriſt and his apoſtles, the 
proteſtant reformers, and proteſtant diſſidents of 
ä every deſcription, have ſucceſſively vindicated 
|  their' principles and conduct, and deſended the 
foundation and ſuperſtructure of their reſpective 
ſyſtems; and the world has, in return, been 
_— Pg to conſider them as equally 


1. | | | | LES . 


* 


* 


, 


8 It 3 . 
1 and anjuſtifiable innovations. This. 
liberty, however, ought to be as extenſively 


enjoyed, as it is univerſally claimed: for that 
ſame meaſure of it, which is, in any country or 
under any circurmſtances, — 5g 
of ere neee 
e 

„a more particularly in al r 
chriſtine ſocieties which are not previouſly 


cramped by any contradictory engagements - - 


with the ſtate,- the enjoyment of this goſpel- 
liberty by all its members, muſt be a conſti- 
tuent principle in its formation, and eſſential to 
its exiſtence. No apology will excuſe the de- 
privation of it for a moment; nor any Pretence | 


2 peace r, the ad eren . 


* Pub the Wien of NT of 
general proteſtantiſm, and of a proteſtant diſ- 


ent from ſtate · proteſtantiſm. A chriſtian chureh 


ought not to be excluſively connected with any 


civil government as ſuch, ber! is entitled eur f 


hn Won 447 ng G 10 * 9 


% A $ 5 * k 
: 


This fare and 0 tater 
tent of the principles of your: chriſtian liberty | 


and of my own, is a ſufficient juſtification 'of ' 
our aſſembling together in this place to worſhip = 


3 4 
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and local attachments; but, from the tenor of 


be only Aa d c God: And fe long . 
as we entertain theſe principles of chriſtian 
liberty, and a conviction that religious adora- 


des and thankſgiying ſhould be paid to Jeho- 


vah alone, and to none other, I truſt we ſhall 
be permitted to meet together for the purpaſe 


DE - 


of religious. worſhip, and religious inſtruction. 
Were it poſſible to imagine the time to come 
when our minds ſhall relinquiſh theſe leading 


characters of chriſtianity, and of prot: 15 
then, but not till then, it will be our duty to . 
follow. our new convictions, without any inpu- 
tation of apoſtatizing from the religion of the 
goſpel, or the principles of proteſtantiſm. In 
the mean time, we are bound to follow the 
truth according to our preſent. ſerious perſuaſion 


Ar wing i, and nn for unt, S | 


. SC 9 — g 1577 850 


Sy 4 x 


The coding ſubjet was uggeſted by tl 
arte in which, for the firſt eme, 1. this ty | 


* en FCC 


| | When 5 3 my Wil e and Lake pos 
' proſpects in the church of England; I relin- 
quiſhed, from a principle of duty, a ſituation 


| moſt deſirable to me in reſpect of perſonal ac- 


commodations, perſonal friendſhips, and family 


the 


: 4 7 3 ** b a 
+ 129 3 


the e ct. the eſtabliſhed durch, tn ind 2 


more eſpecially from the trinit: 


worſhip, it was utterly —— —— uf * 
grity, (under my convictions of —— ä 5 


unity of God, and that he only is to be wor: 

ſhipped, ) to remain a miniſter; or à member; 

of a church ta whoſe articles, ereed, and liturgy 

1 could not give my aſſent. This reſignation, 

made under the preſſure of difficulties-and diſs 

couragements almoſt peculiar to myſelf, has; 

however, been the ſource of the greateſt com- 

fort and happineſs to my mind, from that hour 

to the preſent, and I am perſuaded will We | 

to bs. ſo 0 we — of ee ne et N 

| - Upwards'c of ten years Sic now aan Bars 

1 became afliſtant-miniſter to this congregation." 

The ſupport which your countenance and ap- 

probation afforded me in the hour of trial, and 

the affectionate attentions I have experienced 

ſince the commencement of our contieftion; | 

are entitled to this grateful acknowledgrent: 1 j U 
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